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NCSS Policy on Use of Images 

Lots of people like taking images; either photographs or video. In general, NCSS is keen to promote 

school sport and keen to support schools, parents and guardians in celebrating and publicising their 

team’s achievements and successes. 

However, the use of images on websites and social media, and in posters, the press or other 

publications, can pose direct and indirect risks to children and young people if not managed 

correctly. NCSS has to balance the benefits and risks associated with the taking and using of images.  

Using images including videos of athletes in sport for publication, promotion or press is common in 

sport. NCSS benefits from using images of its participants to promote and celebrate activities, events 

and competitions. Parents and athletes both generally welcome opportunities to celebrate or 

publicise their achievements.   

At NCSS and ISF events it is reasonable to take wide angle, more general, images of the event, site/s, 

opening and closing ceremonies, and so on. It is usually not reasonable, practical or proportionate to 

secure consents for every participating child in order to take such images, or to preclude such image 

taking on the basis of the concerns of a small number of parents. In these circumstances NCSS will 

make clear to all schools before the event that these kinds of images will be taken. 

Where an event is organised directly by NCSS:

 Event registration and the event programme will make it clear that photos will be taken to

publicise the NCSS and the ISF Competitions;

 Parental consent forms will be issued with the booking forms, which parents are required to

complete;

 Schools will be required to collate the completed forms and notify NCSS if any participants

may not be photographed;

 The teacher accompanying the school team must inform, and ensure the NCSS photographer

is clear about the identity of those without parental consent (if any);

 General photographs of the event may be placed on the NCSS website, Facebook page and

Twitter feed;

 Photographs of individual athletes, rather than teams will only be used on advice from the

school or sports organisation concerned, subject to the relevant consent being in place;

 Where athletes are liaising directly with NCSS, those aged 16 and over may opt in, whilst

those under the age of 16 must supply a parental consent form.  

N.B. Participants should be aware that the ISF require all competitors and coaches to sign an 
authorisation for the use of images in perpetuity and this is outside NCSS control.


